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Nye is Dean of Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government and the former Secretary of Defense for the Clinton Administration.  His book explains how the United States has entered an era in which military and economic might are insufficient in order to maintain world dominance.  He explains that soft power is about co-opting, rather than coercing, others.  Students will used the first chapter of his book to gain a clear understanding of soft power and to write their own definitions of the term.
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In this letter, Jefferson explains how he feels about France and the revolution it is experiencing.  He sympathizes with the French people and believes their cause is good, but wants to clearly distance himself from any justification for the deaths of innocents in the process.  He explains how the fledgling U.S. government is trying to remain an ally of France while it is undergoing this controversial change.  This is an example of the U.S. exercising soft power because it seems that Jefferson is arguing that the U.S. government is supporting the change diplomatically without getting physically involved in the violence.
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President Washington issued this proclamation in an effort to prove to both American citizens and the trading partners of the United States abroad that the U.S. government was not going to become involved in the war between many European powers.  This is an example of the fledgling U.S. government attempting to use soft power, but it was largely a failure since no other nations were willing to help enforce the decree.  In the end, both the British and the French continued to suspect U.S. involvement and regularly seized American merchant vessels.
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This web page provides excerpts from Washington’s Farewell Address that discuss his recommendations for America foreign diplomacy and alliances.  Washington warns against alliances that are too strict and against involvement in conflicts.  He worries that foreign alliances may have undue influence on the decisions of the American government in the future.  This is an example of soft power because President Washington is attempting to persuade the future leaders of the United States, along with its citizens, to agree with his perspective on foreign relations.
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